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27 November 2021

Dear Prof. Chen Liang-Chun,

It gives me great pleasure, and honour to have this opportunity as Director of the Disaster
Prevention Research Institute (DPRI) to present the DPRI Award to Prof. Chen
Liang-Chun.

My heartfelt and sincere congratulations to Prof. Chen for his contributions and steadfast
engagements in joint research activities conducted by DPRI. Without your commitment,
existence of the currently active and deep interaction between the National Science and

Technology Center for Disaster Reduction (NCDR) and DPRI would not have been possible.

We would like to express our sincere gratitude and respect for your dedication.

The relation between Prof. Chen and DPRI began when Prof. Chen built strong bonds
with Prof. Haruo Hayashi, currently the President of the National Research Institute for
Earth Science and Disaster Resilience, in order to introduce the 1995 Great Hanshin-Awaji
Earthquake Disaster recovery and reconstruction system to Taiwan. That relationship has

continued to flourish to date.

To share a few of his accolades with DPRI, in 2006, when he was appointed as the
Director of NCDR, Prof. Chen participated in the 6th Japan-Taiwan Joint Seminar on
Natural Hazard Mitigation in 2006 held at Kyoto University. He was the first expert in
disaster risk management in Taiwan to participate in the joint seminar. This is when my

relationship with Prof. Chen began.

Immediately after the DPRI participation in the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports,
Science and Technology's "Innovative Program of Climate Change Projection for the 21st
Century" held in 2007, our research focus extended more towards climate change related

storm and flood damage.

During his many visits to DPRI with NCDR researchers to develop on climate change
prediction and adaptation, we continued to strengthen our research activities through DPRI

and the annual NCDR International workshops.



To reinforce on these close collaborations between DPRI and NCDR, it was proposed to
sign a Memorandum of Understanding between the two institutes and the signing ceremony
was held at DPRI in 2010. Since then, NCDR and DPRI have held joint workshops every
year, and this continued even after the retirement of Prof. Chen in 2014. It did not stop him

from visiting us to continue the workshops.

As mentioned above, Prof. Chen has continued to place great importance on the
interaction with DPRI and cherished our relationship. My gratitude to him is immeasurable.
I have personally benefited from our active and warm exchanges. He has always been
exemplary in the promotion of young researchers and connecting them to the next

generation. Our sincere gratitude goes to him for his contributions.

We hope and pray that our journey with NCDR will continue to develop further, and our

research exchanges will grow to new heights.

While I wait for the next opportunity that will cross our paths again, I wish Prof. Chen

Liang-Chun good health and all the very best in future endeavors.

Eiichi Nakakita
Director; and Professor
Disaster Prevention Research Institute (DPRI)

Kyoto University, Japan
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