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It was a great privilege and a great honour to receive the
DPRI award, especially in Japan and Kyoto in particular.
During my stay in Uji campus in 2015, | was invited by
Professor Chigira, and | discovered the outstanding quality
of the researchers in DPRI. For me DPRI is unique in the
world and it is an example of what must be done in the
domain of disaster prevention. During the DPRI annual
meeting, | also discovered in more detail the fantastic
research activities of the DPRI, in particular its strong
involvement and leadership in Asia. It also reinforced
my opinion that Japan is the world leading country for
sciences dedicated to disaster risk reduction. This makes
me even more proud to receive the 4th DPRI award in the
company of IIASA. My award lecture was the opportunity
to present what | consider as the future challenges for
landslide hazard and risk research, namely “Emerging
techniques and impact of human activities in landslide risk
management: 3D analysis and human induced landslides”.
For their exceptional commitments, | would like to thank
all the DPRI members with all my heart for the privilege to
have been awarded the 2017 DPRI award.

Prof. Michel Jaboyedoff
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On February 21st, IIASA’s Risk and Resilience (RISK)
research program received the DPRI AWARD 2017 for its
contribution to initiating the IIASA-DPRI conferences on
integrated disaster risk management, which were held over
9 years jointly with DPRI, as well as having been a founding
member of the Society for Integrated Disaster Risk Management
(IDRiM), which emerged from the IIASA-DPRI conference
format. The talk “From Kobe to Sendai. Tracing progress in
risk discourse and analysis for Informing risk management and
climate adaptation.” given by Reinhard Mechler traced progress
in disaster risk discourse and analysis achieved over the last
decade (delimited by the seminal World Disaster Conferences
in Kobe in 2005 and Sendai 2015), which coincides with
increasingly close IIASA-DPRI collaboration. The presentation
elaborated on the evolution in conceptualisation, modelling
and assessment as well as policy related to risk analysis for
the examination and management of disaster and climate risks.
Building on work done by IIASA-RISK with many colleagues
around the globe, the central line of argumentation of the
talk has been to show how thinking and analysis on disaster
and climate-related risk over the last few years has seen
important evolution towards broad-based debate concurrently
encompassing epistemological, instrumental, reflective and
participative discourses, thus providing great
potential for informing action on key challenges
associated with extreme event risks across
multiple scales along the science-society interface.

Dr. Reinhard Mechler

Deputy Program Director of
Risk and Resilience Program, IIASA
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