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Receiving the 2015 DPRI Award

Receiving the 2015 DPRI Award for “Outstanding Contributions to Research and
Education” is a great honor. It is a double honor and responsibility knowing that | am
the second awardee; the first one was Professor Hiroo Kanamori.

| have only humble words to say thanks, because the work | have done has already
been adequately rewarded and recognized by my peers and my students. This award
comes after many interactions have taken place with Japanese colleagues and friends.

I mention in my Memorial Lecture that one of my attributes is having been lucky

to meet the right people at the right time. We are all the result of multiple human interactions, since our birth
to our different stages in life. There are neither vocations nor fate; we are what we do and if we like what we
do we can develop vocations. Therefore, | have to mention my teachers, especially Neftali Rodriguez, Emilio
Rosenblueth, Luis Esteva, Ismael Herrera, Arturo Arias, Raul Madariaga, Keiiti Aki and Kojiro Irikura. | have
to mention that | have also been shaped by many interactions with Michel Campillo, Paco Luzén, Richard L
Weaver, Javier Avilés, Hiroshi Kawase, Tomotaka Iwata, Shinichi Matsushima and Mathieu Perton. | want to
express my recognition to many other people that | have not mentioned.

| warmly appreciate this award. However, | must confess that | often feel rewarded by responding to repeated
calls from my imagination, pushing me to improve my understanding of nature, until | suddenly find myself
momentarily alone in front of a new corner of knowledge, a nature's pattern of beauty in which true majesty is
revealed. This has been a continuous reward for me.

Thus, working with colleagues and students we have succeeded making tools to facilitate access to the new
knowledge. | enjoy knowing that these tools are used by others,
straining their imaginations aiming at disclosing further mysteries
and envisaging new applications. My most sincere thanks to
them all!

This award is a message by wise people that can generate
good feelings and further bridges of cooperation between our
institutions, physically distant but close in aims and principles.

For this lesson, thank you very much!

Francisco José Sanchez-Sesma
£ 2EDPRI AwardiS 3L
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