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My first year at Uji Campus

One of the greatest obstacles
| faced after moving to Uji city,
Kyoto, was the Japanese language.
Of course | have studied the
Japanese language some decades
ago; and did use it upon completion
of my studies; again, decades ago.
But | never used Japanese at home
nor during my tenure at the United
Nations University (UNU), nor at my
children’s schools; even the radio
channel we listened was in English. |
lived completely in a non-Japanese
speaking environment although |
live in Tokyo.

| found myself thrown into a
completely a Japanese speaking
environment. The move to Uji
alone was enough | thought -
500 kilometers from home. To
be in a completely Japanese
working environment was not
in my bucket list. My Japanese
communications skills were
such that when | spoke with my
colleagues in Japanese, they would
not understand me. Nor could |
effectively convey my message to
them. There were quite a lot of
misunderstandings. To add to that,
all administrative documents that
| needed to complete to confirm
my employment were in Japanese.
In the absence of an effective and
structured staff onboarding manual,
everything was too daunting. It
really frustrated me to the core that
| would burst into tears constantly.
Language is like a tip of the iceberg
when it comes to communication.

Enough pity partying, | said
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and started to see this amazing
campus sitting on the foothills of
the mountains; the valley covered
with world renowned matcha tea
plantations and the Uji river that
rolls endlessly. | acclimatized myself;
and picked up my old Japanese
textbooks; and started to listen to
the radio in Japanese. But daily life
is different. | navigated through the
first year at DPRI due to the kind
and generous support rendered
by my immediate colleagues at the
Public Relations Office. They would
speak in simple Japanese, with
gestures, interact or intervene when
| am struggling or in trouble! and
go to lengths beyond imagination
to explain everything to me. At one
point, S san, accompanied me to
the South Kyoto Pension Office, in
a faraway land, to find my pension
details.

Japanese language is difficult.
Although | may not understand
completely the subject of the
discussion or utter a completely
comprehensible phrase in a
stringing sentence, | have learned
to listen and understand the
nuance of it. Now | can understand

and communicate a little better

Uji Campus at twilight

& VALY Vz—LRX
JAMES Wilma
[LHRBREEE RERS

than the time | arrived at DPRI, and
interacting with my colleagues is
quite interesting.

Moving to the Disaster Prevention
Research Institute (DRPI), Kyoto
University, is one of the best things
that has happened in my life. | need
to horn my Japanese language skills
further so that | can play some
tricks on my colleague M san, he is
the genius in IT troubleshooting and
everything; and enjoy the power of
communication. As Prof. Virginia
Murray would say in her favourite
words, a language should be used,;
it is usable in any given situation;
and only by its use, could one get

the message through.
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Connecting beyond language and
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culture in Japanese academia

From Egypt to Kyoto: research
beyond language barriers

| came to Japan from Egypt in
2006, bringing my native language
(Arabic) and my cultural background
into an international research
environment at Kyoto University.
Over four years, | completed
my PhD in Wadi Hydrology (Fig.
1). During this period, | gained
valuable insights from Japanese
culture while advancing my
career and strengthening my
international collaboration network.
| met students and researchers
from many countries, and these
experiences strongly shaped my
academic path and personal growth.
From my perspective, language
and culture are not obstacles to
academic research or international
collaboration. Instead, they can
become a source of motivation
and confidence for international
researchers who choose to study
and work in Japan. Cultural diversity
strengthens research by improving
communication and trust with
partners across regions, including
the Arab world. It also introduces
new ideas and methods, helping
Japanese universities expand their
international collaborations and
research impact.

Fig. 1 Wadi system in Arid regions

Cultural and language diversity
supports multidisciplinary
research

Cultural and language diversity
strengthens research by bringing

different ways of thinking and solving
problems. In my case, my academic
path has been multidisciplinary. |
began in earth science, then moved
into hydrology, covering flood risk
management and climate change.
More recently, | have focused
on artificial intelligence, using
machine learning and deep learning
for water-related applications,
especially flood prediction and
hazard mapping. This broad
experience helps build stronger
international collaboration across
regions. Over the years, | have
supported and developed joint
research on integrated flood and
water management with partners
in Algeria, Egypt, Tunisia, the USA,
Oman, Saudi Arabia, Vietnam, the
Philippines, and the UK. | believe
that different backgrounds, cultures,
and languages naturally expand
research topics and strengthen
teamwork. Ultimately, this kind
of collaboration supports Kyoto
University by increasing its
international reach and research
impact.

Improving the research
environment in Japanese
universities

In recent years, | have led and
contributed to research activities
focused on machine learning for
flood hazard mapping (Fig. 2), which
is essential for protecting people,
infrastructure, and property.
As an Arabic-speaking
researcher at Kyoto

University, | have been

able not only to advance o
research, but also to build | =
a strong global network, =y
especially across the Middle |-~
East and North Africa, as 1 s

well as with partners in the
USA, Europe, and Asia.
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To further improve the research
environment in Japan, regardless
of cultural or language diversity, |
recommend the following:
-Stronger support for international

collaboration through conferences,

workshops, and hosting interna-
tional researchers and students

(this strengthens research and hel

ps cultures connect).

-More leadership opportunities for
international faculty in committees,
major projects, and educational
initiatives (clear pathways improve
global competitiveness).

-Better support for newcomers,
including simple bilingual guidance
and a peer “buddy” system, especially
for those still learning Japanese.
-Smart use of Al tools: Al can strength-
en research productivity and
efficiency in many applications
including academic research, alo
ng with translation and drafting,
but lasting collaboration still de-
pends on human trust and cultural
understanding developed through
direct interaction.

Kyoto University can rise further
globally through excellent research
and sustained international
collaboration that turns diversity
into long-term strength, and | will
continue working toward this with
strong motivation.

Al for Flood Hazard Mapping

.
s ooo I

g‘-gml"?
5‘“‘“ -‘\/ Mapping
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Training Assessments
and
Testing
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Fig. 2 Example of machine learning applications for flood
hazard mapping
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. SLEAESR® | Uji Japanese language learning circle in DPRI

Fo L= 7Y vFHFO7
KHUJANAZAROV Temur
KERBERR Y — BEBK

The “Uji Japanese Language Class” has been
teaching for more than 30 years. Originally
started in Uji city, the class began as a small
learning club and has since grown into a
lively weekly gathering that connects
researchers, students, and staff from many
countries.

In August 2022, members of Kyoto
University’ s Uji Campus, including
international faculty and students from the
Disaster Prevention Research Institute
(DPRI), established the “Uji Japanese
Language Circle” as an official DPRI activity.
The circle aims to help international
students at DPRI and the Uji Campus learn
Japanese and feel more at home in Japan.
Today, it meets weekly in DPRI facilities or
online, providing a familiar and friendly
space for learners. Classes cover all levels,
from basic hiragana and katakana to
advanced and business conversation.

What makes the circle truly special is the
dedication of its Japanese teachers. Many of
them prepare their own materials and adapt
teaching styles to support the needs of each
student, with some teachers supporting
learners over decade. Their efforts provide
not only knowledge, but also warmth and
genuine interest. This long-standing
commitment and experience make the circle a
place where learners feel safe to ask
questions, make mistakes, and grow.

The language circle is not just a place to
study language, it naturally brings together
students from different countries, cultures
and backgrounds. Every year, the circle
organizes cultural exchange events around
holidays. These gatherings are a mix of
performances, food, and presentations,
where members introduce their traditions

T TTTTITTTITITITITIT I I TIT I I T IT IS

Uji Japanese language learning circle in DPRI

through songs, dances, and stories, creating
a cheerful international atmosphere.

The Japanese Language Circle has greatly
contributed to the international environment
of the DPRI and Uji Campus. For many new
students, it becomes the first friendly
community they join, helping them adjust to
both language and culture. Members often
say that the classes gave them greater
confidence to participate in discussions,
communicate with colleagues, and manage
daily tasks more smoothly. This shared
learning experience helps to create new
connections across laboratories and
institutions and supports collaborative
environment at DPRI and the Uji Campus.

| first joined the class in 2015 as a student
struggling with hiragana. With the patient
guidance of Japanese teachers, | gradually
improved, and later joined the team. Today, |
continue helping the circle at DPRI, and
remain grateful for how much it has given
me. For me, the benefits go far beyond
language learning. The relationships built
through these weekly meetings have
supported my life in Japan in many
unexpected ways, from improving daily
communications, understanding culture, and
making new friends. In this sense, the circle
is not only about studying Japanese but also
about building a community that extends
into both academic work and everyday life.
The Uji Japanese Language Circle remains
open to all learners, regardless of level or
background. Anyone who wishes to improve
their Japanese, meet new people, or simply
enjoy a friendly hour each week is welcome. |
hope this brief introduction encourages more
students and researchers to join us and
continue the tradition that began in 1994.

y 4

F T T I T T T T I T I T I T I T I T I T I T I I T I T I T I T AT I T I T I T I T I T I

T TTITIITTITITITITITIITTIITITIITIT IV I I T T I T I I ITITrsy

08 | DPRI NEWSLETTER |111] 2026.2



S B

IMAI Yuki

SURZRENEICH R > 52—
KRR BAEE=R)ZT
%R BB RE R
BhEL

EFHREDLSO

FRERODRRZE S, HHIE - BiE - ARE - BLREFES

EFMREICLIARZBNLET.

B FEUR SMENERITIC KD

SURRBNDRERE LT H

BHiEBREAFTE

FhlE. BB CHDIAEE
REAFTTEFBRACT — Y8BT, BE
BOBERBENTZToTWET, O
AFTEEEE LT eFXEEE Fiaw
BEHER) OHEIEHRELkmICERESN
FEERTOEAME (Hi2HS=8MERE)
HEE - BRLTWET, ERIBIEABY
RV EBL. BFEOKR - KA - KEH
PR - BORE. KXOHKNE - AR -
EE - 508 - [RIEREDBEFHERZITL
REFERIT — 4 ZBUS 52N IIBETT,
KRORNFETEFEDT —FEEETE
AR THEER R T,

BT —78EN

BB THELONICACRE.0m. 10.0mD
S0FEMADAERERA T —FZBNLUET
X1id BF EEDOKRESOM (FH#R). T
BDAxEI0.0M (ALVIHR) D1994~
2023%F (304MH) OHERRIIZE(LT,
ACRE.OMACRDO—REIIFER (iR @ &
fEhLY RZERRICEBRLTRUICED) &
HIZRUTWEY, KENEFICELELE
IETI2FZEGNRZISN. BEFELE
5.0mOANEEICE. AR5.0me&10.0
OEIDERE (K& - EERENSRICE
{EIBET. BEREHIEHNZEDPT L
EFRFICHEEICERENS) 250005
ZEMTEFT, KFESOMARD—K[G]
BER KR FFFEE\WT (10.0m
bEMER). BESOFEOE AL SEAIE

HERRRIEZEE DT RIBRAIFRSNE A
TUfc, HRFIITIEBFARIFT00ET
NIEEEOFRENRASNTRED, SO
DEAIET — 5 I3 RFIGERRD L
NeRUfclesh, SUREENCLBAREL
DZEERARIG—MED RSN U,

SURZENIC K B FRE(L T8

BT — 5 I3BETTILOBEICEER
ULEY, BEVI2L—YavnstERRE
BRT— 5L U CHIBET L ORBEREE
ZITWLDBEOSWHIEET /L ZHBEL
9, BREUCHETTILCRTREFE
5T —BlELTRR2ICHBEDRE
ACRDHRZE (2100-2004) Z=RU
9, THLBICERBEANESNEITH,
BOEBITRD K SIBERNIBNBRELD
BWERERNFAINTVWET, DK
SICEAIFTTIE. HAEOERIT —YEE
SHEETIOBE, BEULETILEZR
W RURZEEN DI RZEAL TR EDETR
7RI Z PIREICLTWE T,

MRI-CGCMS3, temp[deg. C]
Level=20/20, 2100-2004, Jul.

135.35°E 135.40°E

Lon.

M2 HIEORBAEDZEEAH FRELE
(2100-20044)

temp(data correction) / 5.0m vs 10.0m / Shirahama Obs.

30

o

AAAAAKARAAARARAAANAAL AR

[degree]
8 ]

AIASAARAR AN RARNANTS

1994 2004

2014 2023

1 ACRESRINZEAL (1994~20234%) F/7A LY [KR5.0m/10.0m] 7k [— XK ERE#R]

DPRI NEWSLETTER [ 111 ] 2026.2 09



[R - RBKE
7 E
HEHER
HFRFRETET BERERPHEIER
g (CFD) ZEXRFIHREUTESE
MICEART A ZK>TNET, FEL
EHTEENETSL. A, 2KETESLTEE L E'\%BT(DE
EBICRECBNDEEDIT, BRBXE - B - MRICKELETE
MENNIEERWET,

LS HrRR b
@k 7/ IrAAU TaAS BRRT

R P9 2 48 & B 52

NAF2UF

Vaiciulyte Sandra

MWEXEMREY Y —HEBRHAR
i/ EXKERAREY I —EXRK
BRI EE
Bh#K

| research human behavior during
earthquakes and fires. | hope to

contribute to improving safety through an interdisciplinary
perspective.

& Grew up in Lithuania, lived in Great Britain and Mexico
i@k | love coffee and cycling in the city on Sundays, and
pottery
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“Understanding Extreme Flood Dynamics: Post-Flood
Field Assessment in Central Vietnam and Northern
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