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Synopsis

This paper is an exploratory study that addresses long-neglected issues in disaster research,
particularly the theoretical development of care studies, the analysis of their relationship with and
beyond institutional frameworks, and the connections between individual concerns and the
boundaries of social systems. It reviews existing debates on care within medical, nursing, and
welfare studies, as well as feminist theory and the humanities and social sciences, and proposes
conceptual pathways for linking these discussions to disaster research. This paper aims to identify
and propose the multiplicity of care’s ideals and practices as they emerge across a broad spectrum
of contexts from everyday lives to moments of disaster. In particular, the paper seeks to reposition
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concepts that have often been overlooked, such as “goodness,” “place,” “voice/reality,” and “self,”
within the framework of care studies, thereby opening new avenues for bridging disaster research

and clinical practice.
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