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Our Days on Slope
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Synopsis

I have briefly described the relationship between slopes of Japan and the lives of the
Japanese people from the past to present. The mountain slopes of Japan are covered
with a huge amount of Holocene slope deposits. The old mountain villages are located
on landslides, and the Japanese are a people who have lived with landslides. We can
also find slope deposits by historical earthquakes, and some old folk customs on
landslide villages. Due to the post-war changes in socio-economic system, urban
landslide disaster became prominent and serious. Repeated earthquake disasters have
revealed the remarkable risk of embankment of residential area in urban region. The
"foretold disaster studies" involved the socio-economical perspective are proposed as a
new discipline that comprehensively investigates the risks involves in the
"semi-hazardous place"”, which is a grey zone of safety. The purpose of this new
discipline is to try to restore the "wildness" of the Japanese with geological literacy.
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Photo 1 Prayer room of folk religion in landslide villages

of Shikoku mountains, the Mononobe, Kochi
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Fig.2 Radiocarbon (1*C) dating of slope deposits in the mountains surrounding Kyoto basin
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Fig.3 Radiocarbon ('*C) dating of fluvial sediments in Kyoto basin. Red dashed line indicates age of base of

rising-bed river sediments (beginning of riverbed rise)
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Photo 2 Landslide in residential valley fill in
Nishinomiya City, caused by the 1995 earthquake
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Photo 3 Collapse of small residential fill in Tokyo, 2004
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Fig.6 Schematic diagram of the relationship

between ground water table and valley filling
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