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Heavy Snowfall Disaster of February 14, 2014 in Yamanashi Prefecture
~ Lessons learned from this Disaster ~
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Synopsis

Extremely heavy snowfall attacked cities and towns in the Kanto-Koshin region from
February 14 through early morning of February 15, 2014. Among them all, the
amount of snow cover in Yamanashi Prefecture is the largest; it measured 114 cm in the
center of the Kofu basin and 143 c¢cm in Kawaguchi-ko Town, on the foot of Mount Fuji.
Prefecture of Yamanashi had merely experienced heavy snowfall except for some
mountain areas. The snow paralyzed traffic and the prefecture itself was isolated from
others for almost 4 days. It also brought about loss of lives and structure damages
including agricultural greenhouses, causing a large disaster.

This paper summarizes heavy snowfall disaster in Yamanashi prefecture, centering on

disaster responses of local governments and mountainous settlements isolated due to

disasters.
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Fig.1 A snap shot of highway traffic regulation

(Yamanashi prefectural government)

Table 1 Number of human and house damage

Damage item classification number
dead 5
Human - —
seriously injured 38
damage - —
slightly injured 73
complete collapsed 13
House
half collapse 42
damage -
partial collapse 357
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Photo 2 Snowslide occured at Furuseki, Kofu
City, taken by the author on February 20, 2014)

Photo 3 Whiteboard posting relief supplies

(Disaster response headquarter, Yamanashi
prefectural government, February 18, 2014)
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Fig.2 Map showing damage due to the heavy snowfall disaster (seamlessly regardless of city boundaries)
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Photo 4 Heavy snowfall at Ichinose-Takahashi, Koshu
City (taken by the author on February 19, 2014)
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Photo 5 Workshop held at Ichinose-Takahashi in
November, 2014
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Fig.3 Summary of actions to cope with next

large-scale disaster
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