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Fig.3 precipitation at Kanazawa (JMA) 
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Fig.2 precipitation at Iouzen (JMA) 

Fig.1 Asano River basin 
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Fig.7 Kanazawa City area just after the 
inundation (taken on July 29) 

Fig.8 Large amount of garbage brought by the 
disaster (taken on July 29) 

Fig.6 Driftwood captured by Asano Bridge  
(taken on July 29) 

Fig.5 Erosion of outer river bank along meandering 
reach (taken on July 29) 

Fig.4 Rice field buried with sediment  
 (taken on July 29) 
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Flood Disaster of Kanazawa City Due to Heavy Rainfall in July 2008 
 
 

Kenji KAWAIKE and Keiichi TODA 
 

Synopsis 
     Inundation disaster due to frontal heavy rainfall occurred in Hokuriku district, especially around 
Kanazawa City area, on July 28, 2008. Maximum precipitation reached to 60mm/hr at Iouzen (JMA) and 
138mm/hr at Shibahara-bashi (prefecture). This heavy rainfall caused overtopping from the Asano River 
running through the downtown of Kanazawa City, inundation water depth over 1m and large amount of 
sediment deposition in the city area. In the upstream area of the Asano River, slope failure occurred in many 
places, and flood flow with a lot of sediment flowed down eroding river banks. In the downstream area, this 
large amount of flood flow and sediment brought severe inundation and sediment disaster in the city area. 
 
Keywords: inundation disaster due to heavy rainfall, Kanazawa City 
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