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Implementation Challenges of Rainwater Harvesting Practice Reducing Drinking
Water Pollution Risks in Coastal Bangladesh — A Social Network Analysis

Subhajyoti SAMADDAR " and Norio OKADA
* Graduate School of Engineering, Kyoto University

Synopsis: Our study attempts to find out the role of various information sources in the
implementation of the rainwater harvesting tanks to reduce water pollution risks in the coastal
Bangladesh. An extensive field survey has shown that adopters of the tanks mostly have come
to know the tank by interpersonal sources rather than mass media. By mapping interpersonal
information networks into two elements — hearing and observation, we found adopters preferred
to hear about the innovation from various sources to reduce the adoption risks, but they become
quite certain about the tank through observing a limited number of tanks. Information broadly
passed through mouth to mouth within a closed spatial and social group, but for observation, it
crossed the group boundaries.
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