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Urban Diagnosis as a Method to Assess Vulnerability of Communities in the Context of
Spatial Planning and Management; Kathmandu Valley

Roshan B. BHANDARI" and Norio OKADA
* Graduate School of Engineering, Kyoto University

Synopsis: This paper describes the status quo of vulnerability situation in urban communities
of Kathmandu valley, Nepal, by using the method of urban diagnosis. Various spatial planning
and management issues related to earthquake vulnerability of the communities are analyzed.
The ongoing urban changes in terms of physical, social and economic aspects and how these
have contributed to vulnerability are described. Finally, the prospective countermeasures are
discussed to reduce the vulnerability of these communities.
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