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Volcanic Activity around Showa Crater of Sakurajima Volcano
Monitored with Infrared and Video Cameras
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Synopsis

The 2006 eruptions around Showa crater which located at the eastern flank of Minamidake, Sakurajima
volcano, started on June 4, 2006, after 58 years dormancy. It continued about half a month. This eruption was
characterized by the numerous emissions of volcanic slugs with time intervals of 5-30 min. Small scaled
pyroclastic surges were observed after June 9 till the end of the eruption. As results of infrared thermal
observations during 2006, geothermal activities of eastern to southeastern flank of Minamidake have increased
prior to the 2006 eruptions. Still March 2007, no significant changes of thermal activities have been recognized
after the eruption.
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