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The July 17, 2006 West Java Earthquake and Tsunami

Jim MORI, Walter MOONEY*, Afnimar**, Sandy KURNIAWAN***
Aan Ibnu ANAYA** and Sri WIDIYANTORO**

*U.S.G.S., Menlo Park CA, **Bandung Institute of Technology, Indonesia
***Dept. of Geol. Sci., Univ. Texas Austin

Synopsis
A tsunami earthquake (Mw 7.7) occurred south of Java on July 17, 2006. There was no ground motion
damage from the earthquake but there was extensive damage and loss of life from the tsunami along the south
coasts of Java, with extensive damage to wooden and unreinforced masonry buildings. There was no tsunami
warning system in place, so escaping the large waves depended on the reaction of people to the weak earthquake
shaking. This experience emphasizes the need for tsunami warning systems around the Indian Ocean.
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