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Progress of Landslide Dynamics

Kyoji SASSA

Synopsis

The Landslide Research Unit in the Disaster Prevention Research Institute, Kyoto University was established as
unique landslide research unit specializing landslide disaster mitigation research within all Japanese universities in
1959, one year after the enforcement of the Japanese landslide pretention law. The Disaster Prevention Research
Institute aims to develop technology to reduce various natural disasters, and also to study sciences as the basis of
disaster prevention research. Studies of landslides have been conducted in many related basic scientific fields.
However, those studies have not yet combined as one of integrated scientific fields of “Landslide Science”. To
develop landslide studies as an independent Scientific filed, an international journal “Landslides” for integrating
related scientific studies from various existing fields and an enough wide and strong international community to
support it are required. This paper firstly describes the significance of landslide studies, its multi-disciplinary
characteristics, and various slope movements as the target of landslide studies, secondly presents the concept and
progress of “Landslide Dynamics” as the core research of “Landslide Science”, finally introduce a new international
cooperation framework as the infrastructure of “Progress of Landslide Science”.
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