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Synopsis

The objectives of this paper are to summarize the research activities of Research Center for Disaster Reduction
Systems, DPRI. They are systematically organized by not only our staff members but also many researchers and
practitioners who do voluntary work in some workshops and symposia. Open symposia were held monthly with
large audience. The 11th Seminar for Regional Disaster Prevention Plan was held focusing on disaster
management for those who need special care. The 6th Workshop on Comparative Disaster Studies was held to
provide an integrated review of the societal reactions at the time of the Hurricane Katrina in August, 2005, and to
discuss seismic retrofitting both in Japan and other nations. The 5th Workshop on Visualization of Disaster Process
provided audience with a chance to learn GIS and some other visualization technologies. We also upgraded the

database SAIGAI by introducing historical documents database.

Keywords: Great Hanshin-Awaji earthquake disaster, database, catastrophic disaster, comparative disaster studies,

seminar, workshop





