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A Roleof Disaster NPO in Increasing Social Preparednessfor Natural Disaster by Citizen Participation
A Case Sudy on a NPO named ‘Rescue Sock Yard’ in Nagoya, Japan

Toshio SUGIMAN*, Tomohide ATSUMI **, and Yusaku INOUE™**

*Graduate School of Human and Environmenta Studies, Kyoto University
**Graduate School of Human Sciences, Osaka University
***Eaoulty of Integrated Human Sudies

Synopss

This study investigated possible roles of NPO to fadilitate citizen's participation in increasing socid preparedness for natura
dissser.  Anintensive participatory observation was carried out in aNPO that was actively involved in everyday activities
of disagter prevention based on their experiences in the Hanshin-Awgji Great Earthquake in 1995 and two floods thet
atacked their community in 2000 and 2002. It was found thet they were successfully expanding citizen's involverment by
organizing a workshop for disaster prevention on an dementary school didtrict basis and collaborating with a locd
government to hold a seminar in which persons who were expected to play leadership for ordinary volunteers in emergent
Stuationswerenurtured. A way to further expand their potentid was also discussed.

Keywords socid preparedness, citizen's participation, NPO, government



