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Table 1 Rapid change of disaster environment in Japan

Table 2 Vulnerability of big cities
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Table 3 Risk enlargement factors in modern society
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Table 4 Some examples of urban catastrophic

disasters in Japan
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Table 5 Academic contribution of the COE program

Table 6 Social contribution of the COE program
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Fig. 1 Coordination between DPRI and Disaster

Reduction Alliance
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Challenge To The 21* COE Program
—Rapid Change of Disaster Environment and Catastrophic Disasters—

Yoshiaki KAWATA

Synopsis
The purpose of this paper is to introduce the 21% COE program of disaster science and disaster
reduction. The program includes three components such as a disaster research, training of young
researchers and satellite of disaster presentation which will be opened through internet. Our Disaster
Prevention Research Institute, Kyoto University will become a global COE with certain strategy and
tactics about disaster studies. The final goal is to propose the process of disaster reduction.
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