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Have been the earthquake prediction approaches reasonable
during an interval of past 30 years ?

Norihiko SUMITOMO



Synopsis

In 1995 we had an extremely shocking experiencewith the Hyogoken-nanbu earthquake. This event was
not predicted, despitethe continuous seismological, crustal deformation, geomagnetic, and peochemical
observations that were maintainedin the Kinki district. Becauseof the failureto predictthe earthquake, we
needa complete reassessment of the predictioneffort.

We concludethat both scientific approaches and technological advancesneedto be cooperativelymixedin the
present program for earthquake prediction.In addition, sociological researchis necessaryto find ways to
effectivelycommunicateto people scientificinformation which will likely includeuncertaintiesabout the
prediction information.

Kyewords: Hyogoken-nanbu earthquake New program for earthquakeprediction, technological thinking
Sociological approaches



