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Disaster Culture and Oral tradition
—The Debris flow at Otari village. Nagano prefecture in the context
of the Oral Tradition—

Shoji SASAMOTO

Synopsis
Disaster prone area often have a unique culture of disaster prevention. This paper deals with the disaster culture of
Otari Village, Nagano Prefecture, which was seriously damaged by debris flow on February 6,1996. Due to this disaster,
14 people died. This paper investigates the nature and and history of disasters that have occurred in titis area. Moreover, it
deals with the legends, manners, customs, and proverbs that have sprung from such disasters. If we hope to prevent such
disasters from occurring in the future then it is my belief that we must learn from this kind of traditional folk wisdom
found in places like Otari.
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