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STUDY ON RELOCATION CAUSED BY THE
ERUPTION OF Mt. UNZEN-FUGENDAKE
—— STUDY ON ENVIRONMENTAL TRANSITION
DUE TO NATURAL DISASTER —

By Ken M1ura, Norio Mak1 and Masami KoBAYASHI

Synopsis

environment, but also to bring them the mental recovery.
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This study is concerned about the environmental transition experienced by 24 families,
due to the relocations after natural disaster. According to the impact of the disaster and the
degree of recovery of physical environment, adaption gaps were identified. Specially
elderly people, who were traumatized by the disaster and “loss of community”, could not
arrange their residential space well. The successful relocation not only depends on the fact
that their house had been reconstructed physically, but more importantly, on their partic-
ipation in rebuilding their private territory. The most characteristic feature of the reloca-
tion in the example of Mt. Unzen eruption is the fact that the refugees had to abandon their
home town involuntarily. On the way to recovery, people have to integrate the traumatic
experience into ones on going life, and find meanings to life. A restoration house should be
rebuilt in order to offer these people a chance to restructure not only their physical
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Photo 2. Restoration house Photo 3. Rebuilt houses at a resettlement
site
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Fig. 3. Active and Passive activities to environment
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Fig. 5. Residential loci of 24 households
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Table 2. The number of subjects at each
Resettlement site

Table 3. Age and Family constitution of the
subjects
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Photo 5. A clock and mirrors hanging on
the hooks

Photo 4. Piled up cardboxies in confusion
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Photo 7. A memorial puzzle Photo 8. Paper flowers on the
displayed on the ent- table
rance wall

Photo 9. Her favorite terrace
with nice view
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Fig. 9. Case study 4
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