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Fig. 6 Variation of the number of persons killed or lost by the earthquake (solid line)
and weather disasters (dotted line).
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GENERAL SITUATION OF THE EARTHQUAKE
PREDICTION PROGRAM IN JAPAN

By Kazuo OIKE

Synopsis
The national program of earthquake prediction research in Japan has been advanced
since 1965. The fourth five-year plan was started in 1979 and the fifth five-year plan is
being to be started in 1984.

The fourth five-year plan contains observations for the long term prediction and the
short term prediction, study of the earthquake mechanism and the promotion of system
and organization. Although recent results from these observations and studies show that
each observation is available to detect precursors of large earthquakes, the distribution and
the pattern of variation of precursory signals are complicated and the all-round observation
and the synthesized analyses are necessary for the practical prediction.



