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Fig. 2. Relation between the topography and large earthquakes in China.
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SEISMOLOGY AND EARTHQUAKE PREDICTION IN CHINA
By Kazuo OIKE

Synopsis

Since 1974 informations on the rapid developement in the field of earth science in China have been
given by exchange of seismologists between Japan and China. Seismology in China has been deve-
loped mainly based on the practice of earthquake predictions since 1966. For the long term predi-
ction of large earthquakes, the stress field in China has been studied from the historical data of the
seismicity, the distribution of active faults and the mechanism of the block movements of the crust.

Short term or imminent predictions of occurrences of large earthquakes were successfully releas-
ed from many kinds of data showing sudden changes in the natural phenomena. Variations of the
contents of groundwater, level of groundwater, telluric current and resistivity and geomagnetic variat-
ions have been recorded and analyzed for the imminent prediction. Variations of tilting movement
and stress field in the bed rock have been also analyzed and used for the practical forecasts of earth-
quakes. The synthesized information from these scientific observations and from direct visual obser-
vations of nature by the masses is used for the imminent prediction.

Chinese seismologists are now preparing the next step of progress by the expansion in the found-
amental field of earth science.



