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ON THE PLOTTING POSITIONS OF HYDROLOGIC DATA
by Mutsumi KADOYA

Synopsis

As a method of estimating the theoretical distribution of hydrologic data, an
expedient using the concept of the plotting positions has been proposed by several
authors.

In this paper, the difference is discussed between the plotting positions which
mean the empirical probability of observed data and the plotting values appropriate
for estimating the parameters of the theoretical distribution of hydrologic data.
Moreover, the plotting values of the Extremes, the Log-Extremes and the Log-
Normals in the hydrologic statistics are examined. And in addition, the theory of
confidence limits of the plotting values and the plotting positions is discussed.
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Zhix Hazen ¥, (BIE) # Y 744 =¥, ¥F3BEREL SMRIHKSHEH AL FIHI AT
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BECIRIT—HTHITTH Y, LORRCETOELIDB & Fig. 2 Explanation of plotting value
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Gumbel AL D IBRELX 3 Eok%‘b\fﬁﬁkﬂ)ﬁ ThBLDLLT, EED AR ﬁ% Liest#mE
PHARDBE
F(y)=exp(—y*)=exp(—e{),
y=(x+b)/(xo+b), [ T D e T S ersened Ceeenesireas ( 20)
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AR : k3t PLOTTING FOSITION o\ T 79

fe#2l, k=aloge, x, b, ; EH.

O plotting value (3 x DEHEREER y KOWTEL DL T, BIHOFRAIC L OTED expected
plotting value E(y) kDB &, o¥D I 5k 3,

= LTwmtn = . kY] pEC
E(ys) e I'(,._ukaoy exp(—iy~*)-{1—exp( d}rt-dy

['(n+l) not = . . i~k
= kz(—l)rn—icr 0 y k.exp[_(;.*_f)y de. ............ (21)
oI iget+p 7=0
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ks:y"‘cexp (—(i+7) y*ldy = (i+r)"1+a/e 5:3-1133-%',
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-~ =
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4.3 B|A{E i=n © plotting value
Gumbel 4HDBEE, (18) AT i=n LBTIEAMED expected plotting value KSR 3,
E(En) TP IZ 28, cerrerererie (24)

oPen=E (£,2)—(E (£2) ]z=%” L ettt ettt (25)

REBESTABOBR LA T, (22) Rt (23) Xk,
E(yn)=””k'['(1-(1lk)): ..................................................................... (26)
”aﬂn=”2/kfrtl—(zlk))""Fz(x—(llk))l ...................................................... (27)
7835, T ZTHERD plotting position & KT Bl (26) REERBIKETL,

A5 n=RIgLE( y,)I=1gn+R1gl" a-cjun
8
=18”+T+’2{_1'S<f)'(1/k>r-1, ................................................... (28)
2L, S(r)=lim (142743 T4 +m7), r>2
m=~>co

Tirbb, NEEESHAROLME expected plotting value 13, Gumbel HHDEH L b E}}!r'l-
S@)-(U/R)™ P2 KR&EL, i Illikl_lzoAEn':E(En) L7 hZ Lit Gumbel FHAHAMEBES T 1/k—0

D special case THBHZ L L hHYRDOZETH B,
X T Gumbel DFEERER IiE, Gumbel FHDHBE, (6) kD,
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Gen=lg FU. ceerecaceiisariieivseneetasiottesetrainietteetttoiteteseritttstatriorostnntserenttattns (29)
AHEBESTAROZ S AR L TRDB L,

1\

gAfnzlgn-—lg {1+ (]_/k)}: 1gn -—-'-5:_"‘1( —1)7+1 %(—Z) N (30)

%7z Hazen plot €, Thomas plot &, ZZFhEh-o¥DL 515,

aFp={n—(1/2)}/n,

B = ~-1g[—1g(1—-2ln)]=1gn+lg2—l -3

TFn=ﬂ/(ﬂ+1):
rén= ~—1g[1g(1+

BEXD&R B &, %k D plotting
position #:Cix Hazen plot A% expect-
ed plotting value, & 3\ I
DMARDOER(L expected plotting
value & Y WEBERLCW500EH
Ihd, TiebbWHBESTAR O
ATIX 1/k DECL D ETE Bn,
1/k~01 TRISF—HLIMELZR L TH
b, ZOHTETIX 1/k<1/3 THBHZ &
BT, Hazen plot ORHHN
e hFECR D20 TRUEN BT
mZ kik, AFOMBILC & LT~
REEIRTIWVWTHAS, ThioxlL
Gumbel D ED Gumbel plot
i3 Thomas plot &i3&A F¥—H&KL,
& BT expected plotting valued r=
0.5772 7\ s L ZHISHEWMRE D 235 B 4%,
RNEBES M A BOBEIT Gumbel
plot DRV 1/k DRIEDIZEIRAK
Xk b, Fig. 3 1XZhBHOKE
FRLIELBDOTH B,

4.4 BME i=1 @ plotting value

B/ MERRHEED expected plotting
value (X, Thth (18) RV* (22) &
T i=1 REOERZHEMCEL B Z LT
IOTRDBZENTEZDITTHBM,
EERIIFRED 2~ K, i—1 ik
B oh THEETHOBALHE L LE
L, FORRIL i=n DX 5 BT

1

n

f ........................... (31)
in 962
................................. 32)
= 1 — 5 ----- (
)] =lgn +2n 24n3+
E F®
7T qaq > 7
- b v
i A
ér 3 Z
0
* P —f
3 IO{L 7~ \II’O\
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= ok
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[ 5 -, Ryags £
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Fig. 3 Plotting values of the Extremes and its
confidence limits (provided i=#» and 1)
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IEbEIL, £TTC i=1 OBBRROWTHMEHE LERERT L Fig. 3 DX 5 Th 3, hBEER
1/k ; 0 (Gumbel 475) (0.02) 0.30, =z ; 20 (2) 40, 40 (5) 100 % C/FAL5 frE DL DEHEFRL
LTH BN, ZZTCIRERT S, ¥~ Fig. 3 &% Gumbel plot (2L 1/k—0 ®%&), Thomas plot,
Hazen plot DfED HEOHFRLTH %,

XC, Fig. 3 XY THIERME i=1 OBAE 1/k>0 (HEBESFAR) o0L&Th, 1/k OER
iz X % (expected) plotting value DEEIIMEVTIE LA EEBEERL T 5, #KD plotting position
B Tix Gumbel plot (1/2—0) 23FEHIIMERRL T35, ST hoFE X 5hKE X
5THh5,

5. WHMERDHD plotting value exp(-62)d¢

KL BOIENHLSMC L L FEH IR BREERSHCIZTCAWADHAREL DI EN, CoTkihE
TRITAINTHABHR, TEEHK (—b) &t Slade 44D plotting value KOWTE 2 %,

FO==|"  expt-enae,

E=k1gy=alogy, ............................................................ (23)
y=(x+b)/(20+b),
2L, k=aloge, =x, b; EH. t F®
COBALEW LoTRBRLT — 2Ry L
a\
L DIBEFCFIT-d D% sample size n O 14 B on Jg“‘
DIEF#E B L 2T &, 0 i &BIRFHE B ; %,n"- =
O plotting value y DAL (13) RTREX " o ==
H, FO expected plotting value i, N yimmyrs s o -
n o -
— F(nﬂ) °° . i~1 L. Q% /\W, ,aﬁ =
ECyo Fmﬂn—tﬂ)jﬂ o F 0, 14 %(—7% a =
Bl R - £
CL—F(p))™ b f(p) dypereeerennosnes (34) I R 7 4};\ g
12— . £ Czall
FHETIE L WETETH 5%, FORFDF(y) r %0 20 40 60 80 100
HUREEAT TREABDOT, Thik explici gy @ T Semple Selt
KaRed B & EIXEH TR0 CTL K i=n 5o Fw
[ 50
KU1 0HETONT (3) AYERERERIL -2 ) < -
T#ER% Fig. 4 WRLk, = 130 N ez
Fig. 41X (@) i=n, (b) i=1 DHAF Dexpected -14 - = £ A=
plotting value, ROBERD plotting position [ 20 %
L A\ < g
WO 5 ORENER (EHER) § KBELE  _ 4[ e
. (o) oL
HEWELTHY, RART I/k=1/v2ZEk TH R 2
— \o \'41 A
%o sk o B 2 = -
chivaiui, i=n 0B, fkomsce | °°
{X Hazen plot 2% expected plotting value i 20 C a3 0 20 20 60 = 30 100

2D LCHELERL, 1/k~06 TIRZEAE Sample Size %
—ZFHLTBEx L, Gumbel plot (1/&—0) Fig. 4 Plotting values of the Log-Normawm'
X Thomas plot iIZ X {ELI LTV 523, expe- and its confidence limits (Provided

cted plotting value X h DRI HRKE, i=n and 1)
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i=1 OBAWRIZZRLIZEK D, Hazen plot (¥ expected plotting value X havikbh/NEL, HiC
Gumbel plot (1/2—0) OHRIVELEZR LT3, BFERTILR LTS, Gumbel plot T 1/k
K& 7B L expected plotting value X Y DEITKEL D, U LoBEERETTRES DS
BLERTHS,

6. X3IED plotting position —REHMISHEAKOHTE

—BEBHC I oTH LR n YO T ~ 2 X b L ORBRIS MR .G(x) XHEETH L, BEY 7~
2DOERKEZIDIERFRFINR, £ e <FpkTHE,

0 ; x<xp
2WGx)=4 i/n; <o npu1, §=1,2, cooeee B—1,F e (35)
‘ 1 xx<x

Thdo, 2hXpThE, ua<lan Eleh L 5l v ORBRNAHEEEN i/n ChB o &, itz
(G-1D/n<Gx)<i/n THBENSZETHY, ThEDZ Lidbhbighy, UAAEDHER F(x:)
PRTFLE oGlx) W5 Z Tl o & SRARMED 1G(xn) 1X (n—1)/n<G(2s) <1 THDOT, &
PR L plot T84, LI plot THIZIXVWHARTHTCSH S, FoTEBRL, nle<un
£k 2 ZHYCBAT (BKRME 20 (XFLRWT) Zhe i/n THEIRT plot L, ZhcBEMcihit

(FER) 2BALTERNAMBERE THC 8 X{fFflebh T, 2LTZnX 5Lt bh
To oG(2) BB F(x) mERBHEVCREZCAVWARETEHENE DR TWEHITTH B,

Ll XY EROFETCIVHITTREBN, 20X cBROSHEELEL MER DB, BllcX
DTHLRI %, Lo TEOBRWDHER Glxr) dEL—oDHHBTHOT, HB\Vik (D
A

dﬁ¢=—F"LF(xg)"lfl——F(m)J""dF(xz) ................................. QADEH
Il (n—t+n

Lo THTS Flx) ORBELARABZENTES, ITZDI5ELBLE, Glx) EDX
57 F(x) OFBMELAZNEIVREWSEBERLS, Lo T 3HiLAROFRC I D, OB/
DB EERE F(x) 03005 M%EL NEESTH DT,

; (Fg—Fg) =min.y rerereremsrenmiinnienimiiiii e (36)

LichioT

G=F¢=E(F¢)='ﬁ.1, ................... ereereesberstaerreesre st esatonatenntesnesaneins 1620

Jitd>, Thomas plot # > THERK Lo plotting position &THT L\,

Z DEERIE 3~ 5 I TR RI-RAHOHE R HETE T 51D expected plotting value Xt T 5% F{E
(x)} LBI)—RABBCRLAB L THBH, WERIMHLHEML T parametric OMETH HiC
L, BEBIHHAHC L DT RRD MK %Z /55 non-parametric OB THHE &, HBH WX
B~ RERHADBIS L 51 Pr(2> 1) RELRDIVDIXEDHA, KEVDRIH LW ETEHRAM
BL—RBHEETMED X SeBbh, HEELoRKENHMBEO—2LELBDORTHETHL 0% b
LXh 2 BB, ThbLERSMERCISEATA LI NAME boTRAMELILZE S LTHUE
LB biE, BERRISHERI D, H5VI% (87) RC plot Ehi#A% smooth curve THHEX
EZERYBIXTTTH B,
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7. plotting value 35X U plotting position DEERF

plotting value ¥ X ¢* plotting position OFIETTTRERIC XoTELRE 2, (F(x)) HEATR
DEDECHIETENEN D Z L THDT, ThEHLAL TR ¢ BEIREFFEIBEOS fivEr, #EER
D& B/NcT 51zt expected plotting value, position % 3O CEDRETRELLAL BT THS
2, BEID, 2 HER expected plotting value, position RIGETS &\ 5 D Tidinv e £2T
plotting value y; ¥ X U% plotting position F; DEBEREAZ O>ED I S5EL DT EMNTES,

Pr( y¢£y01 or Fi<Fa)<pn ] ................. (38)
Pr( 3> ygz or Fi>Fp)<fo
LIATIDX MBI y HAHWIE Fr oM (13) KeELI X, (38) RO,
B3 ym or Fi<Fm=p Lo (Fopoiq_pyar,
['m F("—Hl) L (39)

Pr(yi>ys or .Fngz)=%§}sz1—10—£‘)%—%}‘ }
o

BWRE TS Fp, Fo XRDBZ LI HDTHELIS, ERIFRTEL B— BEEERTHAVCTEHRDS
EMTED, FOXEEREYRTE Fig. 3~5 DL 5TH 5B, /o, B DEELLTREDX > REXRE
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Fig. 5 Confidence limits of plotting values and plotting
positions (used the probability paper of the
Log-Extremes)
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8.3 MEERFH~OEM

COBEOBAES 8. 2L FARTH S, FHEHRD (33) ROBER SV TR TTER - &
WO Lo TERAREENERIN TV D, e X I RO BIEFRE B iwo\WwT Hazen Plot #F|H
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Table 1 Plotting values of the Log-Normals

R Hazen Plot Gumbel Plot (1/2=0) Thomas Plot
i| n| 1/B | E=RIgE(Y) - ry 2
F:3 l a§—€ 3 as-§ 78 76§
0.2 1.786 0.035 —0,108 —0.142
100 0.6 1.815 1.821 0.006 1.678 —0.137 1.644 —0.171
1.0 1.845 —0.024 —0.167 —0.201
n !
0.2 1.545 0. 040 —0.111 —0.152
40; 0.6 1.579 1.585 0.006 1.434 —0.145 1.393 ~0.185
1.0 1.617 —0.032 —0.183 —0.224
0.2 —1,753 —0.068 0.075 0.109
100, 0.6 —1.736 —1.821 —0, 085 -—1.678 0.058 —1.644 0.092
1.0 —1.,713 —0.108 0.035 0.069
1 —
0.2 —1.509 —0.076 0.075 0.116
40 0.6 —1.482 —1.585 —0.103 —1.434 0.048 —1.393 0.089
1.0 —1,452 —0.133 0.018 0.059
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Table 2 Range of plotting values of the Log-Normals

A A oA Hazen Plot Gumbel Plot (1/k=0) Thomas Plot
n 1/k! R=£,—61 < - "
) uR rR—R eR eR—R 7R 7R—R
0.2 3.539 0.103 —0.183 —0.251
100 0.6 3.551 3.642 0.091 3.356 —0.195 3.288 —0,263
1.0 3.568 0.084 —0.202 —0.270
0.2 3.054 0.116 —0.186 —0.268
40 0.6 3.060 3.170 0.110 2.868 —0.192 2.786 —0.274
1.0 3.069 0.101 —0.201 —0.283
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