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Influence of Variations in Pyroclastic Rock Properties on Weathering profile in the Oku-Noto

Region
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OYuuki YASUNAGA, Makoto MATSUZAWA

This study reports on the influence of the host rock characteristics of pyroclastic rocks on

weathering profile. Lithofacies descriptions and strength measurements revealed that two types of

pyroclastic rocks distributed in the Oku-Noto region have different weathering profiles. Rhyolitic

pyroclastic rocks, which are unconsolidated and have low strength, are widely distributed on slopes

as heavily weathered rocks. On the other hand, weakly welded and high strength dacitic pyroclastic

rocks are restricted from weathering at altitude and may also be weathered using geological

structures. These may be due to differences in the welding state and strength of the primary host

rocks.
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