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Study on regional variations in the current utilization and potential of temples as evacuation centers
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Japan faces a shelter shortage, prompting the need for new facilities. Temples, resilient in past disasters, are

considered potential evacuation shelters. A detailed analysis of temple geography, especially during floods, reveals

their advantageous locations on natural embankments. While overlay analysis with designated shelters and flood-

assumed areas didn't conclusively prove their superiority, the elevated positions of temples suggest that they could

be secure evacuation options, depending on conditions. Taking regional differences into account, while Wakayama

Prefecture has the highest number of temples designated as emergency evacuation shelters, Shiga Prefecture lacks

such designations. The absence of temple designations in Shiga suggests that residents faced challenges in pedestrian

evacuation, making the potential impact of new designations particularly significant. The effect is expected to be

substantial, allowing residents who previously found pedestrian evacuation difficult due to the evacuation distance

to now have the option for pedestrian evacuation.
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