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Structural Analysis of the Relationship between Governments and Local Construction Contractors
in Disaster Response in Japan
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In disaster emergency response for roads and rivers, governments have adopted a system that differs significantly

from normal times in order to cooperate quickly with local construction companies. Just as firms internalize

transactions to save transaction costs in the market, governments change their organizational structure during disaster

situations to reduce transaction costs such as time. However, the current system does not adequately ensure the

savings. In this regard, we determined that a power over contractors is contributing to the savings and pointed out

five patterns of it according to the expectation theory of social power. We interviewed builders and confirmed one

of these patterns. But this power-based system has problems with transparency and sustainability.
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