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Evidence of Natural Disasters Hidden in Underwater Ruins: A Case of the Underwater Remains of
Lake-Hibara
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There are many underwater cultural heritages at the bottom of the water in many places in Japan. The Hibara

village, which was submerged by the eruption of Mount Bandai in 1888 and the formation of Lake Hibara as a

result of the collapse of the mountain, was one of the flourished inn towns in the Edo period. Therefore, through

the investigation of the underwater remains of Hibara village, we can not only understand the industry, culture and

logistics of the Edo and Meiji periods, but also the mechanism of the disaster that caused the collapse of the

mountain and the death of about 500 people who could not evacuate, the formation process of the reservoir lake,

and the evacuation process that forced people to move to higher ground due to the submergence. Here, an outline

of this research plan and the preliminary research results are presented.
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