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A Study on the Horizontal Expansion of Disaster Prevention Practices
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This study analyzes horizontal expansion of disaster risk reduction practices. Horizontal expansion is a term that is
often used to promote activities for disaster risk reduction, but it has not been examined what kind of theory can
explain this concept. This study analyzed furniture fixation, a practice for disaster risk reduction, carried out in the
Okitsu district of Shimanto Town, Kochi Prefecture, and the Kumanoura district of Kuroshio Town, Kochi
Prefecture, with the aim of analyzing the mechanisms how horizontal expansion occurs. As a result, it was found
that the residents of Kumanoura district were inspired to fix furniture after seeing a photo of a case study of
furniture fixation conducted by the residents of OKitsu district. In other words, it was found that in order to
promote furniture fixation, it is important to share the disaster risk reduction practices of districts with similar
regional characteristics, rather than explaining the scientific necessity of furniture fixation. This study shows that
horizontal expansion is a concept that is supported by the idea of similarity, rather than a deductive method of

teaching practices.
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