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Local Residents Commitment in Post 3.11 Community Reconstrcution
~Creating Disaster Game”’Crossroad:Oarai”~
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The devastating and lingering impact of the accident at Fukushima Nuclear Power Plant makes disaster recovery
process in the 2011 Tohoku earthquake even more complicated and difficult. Since even some experts provide

totally different views on the safety of radioactive contamination, the boundary between scientific “truth and false”
has been blurred considerably. This makes “Fuhyo-higai”, damages caused by harmful rumors or misinformation.
This study conducted a field research at Oarai Town, Ibaraki Prefecture, one of the disaster affected areas. We
developed a risk communication approach called “ Crossroad: Oarai” which residents playing major roles.

“Crossroad” is a gaming-style group learning procedure. The context of “Crossroad:Oarai” was created by Oarai
residents and based on their disaster experiences and the dilemma of fuhyo higai. Through this game, residents
could communicate the “Fuhyo-higai” issue with each community members and stakeholders as media reporters,
researchers for creating a cooperative goal in recovery process.
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