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Distribution, Thickness, Age and Potential Landslide of So-called Loam (Weathered
Tephric Soil Deposits), Japan
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So-called “loam” composed of primary fall-out tephras and tephric soil deposits (tephric loess) is one of the

factors cause landslide during earthquake shaking or heavy rain. To evaluate potential of slope failure in Japanese

Island, thickness of loam accumulated during the last 90,000 years was illustrated based on numerous literatures

on tephra studies. Areas along the Sea of Japan except San’in Coast, Tokai, Kinki, Setouchi and Shikoku are

characterized by lack of loam. Areas covered by loam with thickness of a few to 10 m are common in Hokkaido,

Northeast Japan, Central Japan, San’in and Kyushu. Area with the thickest loam (50 - 100 m) are recognized in

east side of Fuji, Aso, Aira to Sakurajima and around Izu-Oshima.
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Fig. 1 Thickness of “loam” composed of primary fall-out tephras and tephric soil deposits (tephric loess)

accumulated during the last 90,000 years on Japanese Island.
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