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Photo 1 Gun fire exactly at 1 pm at the Edinburgh castle.
Now, the gun fire is just a ceremony for tourists. But it
had originally a practical purpose: to convey accurate

time to people on the ships at the Edinburgh port.

Photo 2 Greenwich Observatory. The orange ball falls

down from the wind indicator exactly at 1 pm.
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Future of Earthquake Prediction Analogously Considered from the Longitudinal Problem

Yukitoshi FUKAHATA

Synopsis
Seismologists has challenged the problem of earthquake prediction since the late nineteenth century,
but this problem is remained to be unsolved yet. The longitudinal problem, which had annoyed European
people more than a few hundred years since the beginning of the Exploration Age, has some similarities with
the earthquake prediction problem. Here, I introduce the longitudinal problem: what was the problem, how
people and nations made efforts, and how the problem was finally solved? By studying the longitudinal
problem, we can learn useful lessons for earthquake prediction.

Keywords: longitudinal problem, earthquake prediction, problems for centuries, Greenwich
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