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Episode 3: Eruptive activity at Minamidake crater of Sakurajima
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Eruptive activity started at the summit crater of Minamidake in October 1955. Since then, eruptive activity has

continued. The eruptive periods are separated into 4 episodes; First Minamidake (1955-1971), Second Minamidake
(1972-2005), Showa crater (2006-October 2017) and third Minamidake (November 2017-). Third eruptive episode

is characterized by increase in volume change of pressure source at a depth of 4 km beneath the crater and

decrease in ratio of volcanic ash weight to the volume change, similar to Second Minamidake episode. Whereas,

intensity of eruption in the third Minamidake episode has not reach a level of Second Minamidake episode,

following a level of Showa crater episode.
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