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Learning Gregory Bateson’s Theory of Learning
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Gregory Bateson’s theory of learning, particularly, an idea of “levels of learning,” can serve as a solid basement
for disaster education research. In his theory, Learning 0 (zero) is characterized by specificity of response, which --
right or wrong -- is not subject to correction. Learning I is a change in specificity of response by correction of
errors of choice within a set of alternatives. Learning II is an exogenous change, caused by outer triggers, in the
process of Learning I, e.g. a corrective change in the set of alternatives from which choice is made. Learning III is
an endogenous change, caused by intrinsic motivation, in the process of Learning I or I, e.g. a corrective change

in the system of sets of alternatives from which choice is made. Implications of the theory to disaster education

research and practice is discussed.
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