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Disaster Risk Communication from the Viewpoint of Time Theory

OXRSF Fidh
OKatsuya YAMORI

This presentation reports how productively Jean-Pierre Dupuy’s unique theory of catastrophes contributes to

researches and practices in the area of disaster prevention and reduction. The theory proposes that future

catastrophes should be regarded “inevitable/unavoidable,” because, this, apparently paradoxical, attitude is a

critical to take effective countermeasures to “avoid” the catastrophe. This mechanism is clearly and persuasively

illustrated in the episode of “Noah in mourning clothes.” given by Dupuy. It is important to understand that the

theory, with unique assumption of time, is a fundamental and radical antithesis against present disaster risk

communication theory and practice, in which precautionary principle is a self-evident axiom.
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