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Historic Strong Ground Motions and Damages of Stone Lanterns at Kitano-Tenmangu Shrine,
Kyoto
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Kyoto City has experienced a number of large seismic ground motions in the last 1220 years. Descriptions of
these shakings are recorded in written documents which have been used to investigate historic earthquake disasters.
In those documents often appears that stone lanterns at major shrines fell down and suffer damages, which
suggests that the shaking is severe at that site. We investigate ages and damages of stone lanterns at
Kitano-Tenmangu Shrine, Kyoto, Japan, which is severely shaken in 1830 according to the historic documents. We
are able to identify traces of historic seismic ground shaking and earthquake damages in existing stone lanterns.
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