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Impacts of the east Japan great earthquake on the port and shipping sub-sector and its capacity for

resilience observed in the recovery phase
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The 3.11 east Japan great earth quake and tsunami paralyzed port functions in Tohoku and north Kanto, and
resulted in long-continued disruption of shipping links to/from Tohoku region. Lessons learnt from the quake
include an identified effectiveness and efficiency of Ro-Ro vessels as a powerful transport means before
completion of restoring port facilities. It was also suggested shippers quickly found an alternative routes for cargo
movement so as to minimize commercial loss caused by the disaster. In this context the authorities are requested to
prepare business continuity plans for providing an alternative ports and facilitating restoration of logistics systems.
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