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A crisis or a turning point? The lessons from “star disaster-affected areas” in Taiwan
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When disasters come, there are always some affected areas receiving more media attentions. It seems that those areas

consequently obtaining more resources, and larger scale disasters exacerbate unequal distributions. The frequently reported areas

are often called “star disaster-affected areas” in Taiwan. This study was aimed to clarify the concept of ““star disaster-affected areas™

and the relationship between media, residents and government by conducting the content analysis on reports of TV news,

newspapers, and magazines. The results showed that (1) “‘star disaster-affected areas” include the areas which are not only

damaged seriously by a disaster, but also frequently affected by a series of disasters; (2) the amounts of media coverage do not

always bring side effects; some lead to better results; and (3) residents make initials to cooperate with media to receive more

media attentions and resources for the recovery and innovation.
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