E15

M SR =N IS T B AR T 520 5k
Contribution of Forensic Geotechnics to Geotechnical Accident and Disaster
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This paper provides a short summary of activity of the Collaborative Research Program on Forensic Geotechnics
to Geotechnical Accident and Disaster that was financially supported by Disaster Prevention Research Institute,

Kyoto University.

We organized an international symposium of forensic geotechnical engineering in July 2011 and a workshop in
January 2012. In the symposium, we have discussed such failures and accidents in geotechnical engineering as
Nicoll Highway failure in Singapore as well as collapse of girder of Canto Bridge in Vietnam. We concluded that
knowledge of problematic local soils and the appropriate application of Observational Method are two main key
factors to avoid critical failure in geoengineering. In the workshop, we discussed construction disputes on building
on Uemachi Active fault. Open information of such geological and geotechnical information as active fault and
various geotechnical conditions might well develop for citizens to confirm safety of the housing by themselves.
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