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Impacts of the Great East Japan Earthquake and Tsunami
on livelihoods of fishermen in Iwate Prefecture, Japan
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We conducted a preliminary field research on livelihoods of fishermen in the coastal area of Iwate Prefecture,

which was hit by the Great East Japan Earthquake and Tsunami in March 2011. Our aim is to contribute in

discussions on the recovery process of the area. In September 2011, Ikeda visited villages in Miyako City by local

buses and on foot. Field observations and interviews with local residents revealed that many facilities of fishery

owned by each household as well as fishermen’s cooperative were damaged by the disaster. Fishermen’s

statements on their works suggested that the form of “family business” is the foundation of their fishery. We have

the impression that this feature is deeply related to the essence of the culture of fishery.
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