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Geophysical Survey on the Internal Structure of Natural Dam and its Stability
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Some hundreds of natural dams formed during the May 12, 2008 Sichuan earthquake in China, resulting in great
difficulties for the aftershock rescue activities. To better understanding the formation of these landslide dams and
then to provide rational plans for countermeasures, we performed geophysical survey on some large landslide
dams, and analyzed their stability with reference to Higashi Takezawa natural dam that was triggered by the 2004
Mid-Niigata Prefecture Earthquake. We concluded that these natural dams in Sichuan might be stable before

overtopping.
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