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Habitat Evaluation of Floodplain-pools for Fish and Bivalves in the Kizu River
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Floodplain-pools along river channels are important habitat for fish and bivalves such as bitterling ‘Tanago’ and

unionid ‘Ishi-gai’,

respectively. Their habitat requirements on physico-chemical conditions of pools and

geomorpohological conditions of sandy bars were studied in Kizu River, a tributary of Yodo River. Results of

multivariate analyses showed that both of bitterlings and unionids preferred larger, more vegetation surrounded,

chlorophyll-richer and less clear water pools. Relations of the pool suitability to sandy bar geomorphology indicate

that the relative elevation of sandy bar between 2m and 3.5m is expected to provide suitable pools for the animals.
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