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Petrological monitoring of volcanic activity at Sakurajima volcano
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Daily sampling of fresh volcanic ash fall has been carried out from Feb. 2008 to date at Sakurajima volcano,
Southwest Japan. We have developed an automatic machine to collect ash particles every 1 min. to 2 days, under
unplugged, hard weather, and dusty and gassy volcanic conditions for a month (or more for larger battery). We set
two machines at different locations to obtain samples even in cases of different wind conditions. The collection of
ash sample has been mostly successful with a few minor technical problems. In 2009, the daily accumulation rate
of ash has been gradually increased by ten times higher than that in 2008. This would be due to the increase in the

number of bigger eruptions.
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