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Outreach of Disaster Research and Legitimate Peripheral Participation Theory
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Legitimate peripheral participation theory proposed by Lave and Wenger (1991) is a theory about learning. In
this view, learning should not be considered as a transfer of knowledge and/or skill from those who know to those
who do not, but as participation in actual activity in a legitimate community of practice, even though the
participation is limited just in a peripheral form. In the context of outreach of disaster researches, it is important to
involve the general public into actual disaster researches, even if the involvement is not in a full scale, but in a
peripheral or limited manner, especially during an initial stage of the outreach. A new disaster education program
in cooperation with “Manten” research program (Next-generation dense seismic observation) is one of the

challenges towards this goal.
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