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How can we develop social capital to reduce disaster damage?

ORSFrth,
OKatsuya YAMORI

This presentation discusses social capital for effective disaster reduction from social psychological point of view.
First, | summarize a few of the previous studies which argued a possible link between social capital and disaster
reduction in a community. Second, | introduced, based on a well-known social psychological study, the concept of
“subject-tool-object triangular relationship,” as one of the promising viewpoints when we consider how social
capital should be developed to reduce disaster damage. This suggests we need more holistic approach toward
social capital development, in which capacity building of local people (subject), hardware infrastructure and
software technology improvement (tool), and understanding of local hazard (object), are all integrated and

discussed within the triangular framework.
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