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Landslides and debris flows at the big snow-patch of Mount Shirouma, Japan

Hiroshi Suwa
The 19 August 2008 landslide from the slope of talus deposits at the periphery of the big snow-patch of Mount
Shirouma killed three climbers. This big snow-patch and surrounding steep slope frequently generate various
types of mass movements: rock fall, slope failure, rock slide, rock avalanche and debris flows. Although the
triggers for the rock falls and the rock slides are not very clear, those for the slope failures and the debris flows are

heavy rainstorms. The field surveys and the reviews on previous events characterize the mechanism of debris-flow
initiation and descending processes of the flows on snow-patches.
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