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Community-based Disaster Reduction Planning - An Edge-cutting Theme for Planning Sciences
Ol H &
ONorio OKADA

Community-based disaster reduction planning which is becoming a must in citizen-involved
participatory approach requires us to explore an edge-cutting theme for planning sciences. This
paper attempts to identify essential issues of the theme. As a first step it discusses how to formulate
knowledge and technology and to achieve collaborative action development. With reference to
classical knowledge such as Aristotelian “Topica” as well as knowledge related to holistic platform or
“ba” for multi-agent communications, derived from new theories of biological systems and systems of
complexity, the paper discusses how to scientifically explore the methods and tools of participatory

workshops for disaster reduction.
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