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Environmental assessment of Kamo River based on macroinvertebrate communities
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Benthic macroinvertebrate communities in the Kamo River were investigated at nine sites from Kamigamo to
Toba including four sites with fountains newly found in the middle segment of alluvial fun in Kyoto city.
Benthic macroinvertebrates were collected quantitatively at stony bed in the middle channel of a riffle and at
vegetation bed along the shoreline. Both species richness and biotic index of water quality recovered
remarkably during the recent decades. Benthos fauna of fountain habitats was characterized by coexistence of
psychrophilic upper stream species and tolerant species against organic pollution, and thereby contributed to
raise biodiversity in Kamo River. Ratio of alien species in the community increased downstream and some of

which may benefit from high water temperature in winter season caused by artificial thermal discharge such

as the drainage of processed sewerage.
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