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Debris flows at Sakurajima: its relationship with rainfall and volcanic activity

Masayo Fukushima, Kazuhiro Ishihara

At Sakurajima volcano, debris flows have been generated frequently (15-40 times/ year) since 1972 when eruptive
activity was activated. The relationship of debris flows with rainfall and volcanic activity was examined, from a
long-term viewpoint, using data on debris flows at the Nojiri River, volcanic ash and rainfall during the period
from 1979 to 2003. Frequency of debris flows clearly decreased to 10 times or less /year since 1993 when the

volcanic activity declined.
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