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Effects of nearby disaster witnessing on earthquake preparedness and mitigation

Yoko Matsuda and Norio Okada

The paper discusses individual earthquake preparedness behaviors affected by “second-hand” disaster experience
occurred in their inhabited area or witnessed through media. A questionnaire survey has been carried out to know
what kind of experience (in distance and time) triggers what kind of adjustments. Based on the number of original
practice before the experiences and triggered practices after-the-fact, the survey result shows that 1) disasters
happened in a neighborhood area triggers 2) low-cost adjustments in the sense of the number of their practice.
Local circumstance also brings significant on behavior after disaster experiences. (92 words)
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