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The 2005 Pakistan earthquake caused substantial damage to the affected region. The authors visited the region to
investigate the causative mechanisms of the damage. In addition to the structural problems of houses which are often
discussed, house collapse was made worse by the fact that many houses were situated on unstable gravelly slopes.
Although the soil type was a gravelly stiff soil, slopes subjected to strong shaking were subject to sliding which in
turn destroyed overlying houses. Failure of weathered unstable slopes stopped road transportation at many places as
well. In spite of financial constraints in the region, it seems essential to construct nation-wide retaining walls and
slope stabilization measures in order to avoid similar problems in future.
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