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Landslide and slope deformation induced by the water level change in the Three Gorges Dam Reservoir, China
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The first impoundment of the Three Gorges Dam reservoir in China started from 95 m and reached 135 m on June
15th, 2003. Shortly after the water reached 135 m, many slopes began to deform and some landslides occurred. In
this report, two landslides, the Qianjiangping landslide which occurred on July 14, 2003, and the Shuping landslide
which is deforming actively, are presented. Concerning the Qianjiangping landslide, field investigation revealed
that failure occurred when the reservoir reached 135 m, but the stability of the slope was already reduced by
pre-existing bedding-plane shears and so on. For the Shuping landslide, through monitoring with extensometers

and other explorations, the possible deformation mechanism is analyzed.
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